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Theodora, niece of the Byzantine Emperor. The marriage
brought him a rich dowry, but the belief that it would lead to
a union between the forces of Byzantium and Palestine was
disappointed. Baldwin died in 1162 and was succeeded by
his younger brother, Amalric. The new king was not content
to defend his kingdom: he looked beyond Palestine and
mustered his forces for an attack on Egypt. Every Latin
king had aspired to win Egypt for himself. Plans of cam-
paign had been carefully drawn up, routes surveyed, and
arrangements made for the supply of food to the army, but
the weakness of the Latins prevented any effective expedition
from being launched. Although Noureddin was raging
through Palestine at this time, Amalric did not hesitate to
invade Egypt, and he was encouraged in his plans by the
Temple and Hospital. In the early stages, the expedition
had considerable success. The Fatimites eventually stopped
the Latin advance by breaking down the dykes of the Nile,
but the invaders returned to Palestine with rich booty and a
belief that Egypt was easy prey.
A few months later Amalric again descended on Egypt, but
now he came as an ally. Theoretically, Egypt was governed
by the Fatimite Caliph of Cairo, but he was only a figurehead
and the real power rested in the hands of the vizir. In 1163
two vizirs, Shawar and Dirgham, fought for mastery and
Shawar was defeated. Shawar then sought the support of
Noureddin, who sent an army under one of his generals,
Shirkah, to the assistance of the deposed vizir. This army,
with which went Shirkah's nephew, the famous Saladin,
triumphed over Dirgham, but a quarrel broke out between
Shirkah and Shawar. Shawar appealed to Amalric for aid
against Shirkah, and the King of Jerusalem was glad to have
an excuse to enter Egypt for the second time.
The Christians opened their campaign by beseiging Bilbeys,
which was in the possession of Shirkah, but after a few
skirmishes, a truce was negotiated. Both Shirkah and Amalric